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TThhee  DDooccttoorr  IIss  IInn  --  DDeeccllaawwiinngg  yyoouurr  CCaatt  
 

Declawing has probably become the most controversial of all the elective 
surgical procedures commonly performed by veterinarians. While it is normal 
for cats to scratch things (to mark territory as well as to condition their claws) 
this behavior can destroy the bond between an owner and pet cat. Cats, 
especially adolescent cats, can also have a tendency to play rough, scratching 
their owners or other pets in play, sometimes violently. The declaw surgery 
represents a permanent solution to these problems; however, it is popularly 
held that a number of adverse conditions result from Declawing, and that it is 
a form of mutilation. Pet owners need to sort out the facts from the rumors 
surrounding this procedure, as well as understanding all of the options 
involved.  
 

What to Expect/Possible Complications with Surgery 
11..  At Animal Medical Clinic, a laser rather than a scalpel blade is used to 

disarticulate the third toe bone. Advantages of laser surgery include 
virtually no bleeding (during surgery or afterwards) and less post-operative 
pain. 

22..  Surgery involves the delicate disconnection of all the tiny ligaments 
holding the third bone in place. The entire third bone is removed. The cut 
ligaments allow for a subtle drop in the way the foot is held. However, 
most owners do not notice this change in posture. 

33..  Two nights in the hospital are required for this procedure (one night with 
bandages and one without). 

44..  Some spotting of blood from the toes is normal during the first few days at 
home (beware of this with white carpeting). 

55..  Shredded paper or pellets of recycled newspaper litter (such as 

Yesterday’s News) is recommended for 10 days after surgery. 
Conventional clay or sand litters can impact in the tiny incisions and cause 
infections. 

66..  Pain medication is required. The amount of weight carried on the feet (the 
size of the cat) is the biggest factor in post-operative pain. 

77..  Post-operative complications include delayed healing, infection, and pain. 
The risk for these complications is greater for larger or older cats. 

88..  -Without claws, a cat has lost an important part of his defense system. We 
feel strongly that declawed cats should be housed indoors only. 

Alternatives to Surgery 

Training  

First you must identify your cat’s scratching preferences. Does your cat prefer 
to scratch on carpet, drapes, wood, or some other surface? Does your cat 
scratch vertically, with her paws stretched out above her head, or does she 
prefer horizontal surfaces? 
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Next, provide items that match these preferences. Scratching posts of all 
shapes, sizes, and textures are available at most pet stores. You can even 
build your own! Place the post in your cat’s preferred orientation for 
scratching and next to an area she likes to scratch.  

It can later be gradually moved to a location of your choice. Reward your cat 
with treats, praise, and strokes for using the post. You could also place treats 
or catnip on top of or around the 
post as an added enticement.  

Make unacceptable items unavailable 
or less attractive to your cat by 
covering them with blankets, sheets 
of plastic, or double sided tape. 
Because scratching has a scent-
marking component, try using an 
odor neutralizer to deodorize areas 
where your cat has previously 
scratched.  

Finally, note that cats generally 
don’t respond well to punishment. 
They see no link between the 
punishment and their “crime”. Punishment may teach your cat to fear you or 
lead to aggression. 

 

Nail Trimming  

For some cats, simply keeping the nails short is adequate control but many 
people do not know how to trim their cat’s nails. In fact, the non-pigmented 
nail of the cat makes it easy to see where not to cut. Ask your veterinary team 
for a demonstration on how to trim nails. 

SOFT PAWS™  
This is another popular method of controlling a scratching problem. Blunt 
acrylic nail caps are glued onto the cat’s claws. The idea is that the blunt nail 
will not be sharp enough to cause damage. The veterinary staff will place the 
first set but typically after that the owner has the option of placing the caps 
at home. 

Possible complications  

 the nail caps wear off but not at the same time 

 The nail caps must be replaced as the nail grows out. 

 Some cats are not in the least discouraged from scratching by these caps 
and are able to simply scratch larger holes in the upholstery.  

 

Teach your Dog to Ring the Bell 
 

Housetraining some dogs can be especially challenging because they do not 
learn to clearly signal when they need to eliminate. Teaching a dog to ring a 
bell when it needs to go outside can be a huge help when housetraining. It 
takes time but is relatively simple if you follow the following steps: 

11..  Purchase a small bell, and set it near the door through which you usually 
take your dog out for elimination. Ring the bell immediately before 
opening the door to go outside with the dog. Your dog should already be 
leashed so that you can step outside with her as soon as you ring the bell.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Do this every time you take your dog outside for several days. Allow your 
dog to only explore the designated elimination 
area; otherwise your dog may associate ringing 
the bell with play time instead. 

22..  Next, suspend the bell at the height of your dog’s 
nose right next to the door. Gently touch the bell 
to your dog’s nose, causing it to ring, every time 
you take her outside. Repeat this step several 
days. 

33..  At this point, depending on how quickly your dog 
makes associations, she may begin approaching 
the bell on her own when she needs to eliminate. 
If she doesn’t, smear a little bit of cheese or 
peanut butter on the bell each time you prepare to go outside, and use 
this to lure your dog toward the bell. Allow your dog to lick the bell, 
causing it to ring, and then praise your dog as you take her outside. 

 
Once your dog begins ringing the bell on her own, you must take her outside 
every time so that she learns that making the bell ring reliably predicts being 
allowed outside.  
 

Tips on Finding a Lost Pet 
 

When a beloved pet is lost the worst action to take is that of panic.  Stay 
calm and use your resources.  Here are a few tips to aid in the search and 
safe return of a pet. 

 

IDs  

Your pet should always wear a collar with an ID tag.  The tag should have 
your name and current phone number.  Microchips are a good source of 
permanent identification, but keep in mind that microchips are only as good 
as the information provided to the company.  Be sure to update this 
information when necessary. 

Hide and Seek  

As soon as you notice your pet is missing be sure to check with housemates 
and neighbors to see where they last saw your pet.  It’s also a good idea to 
thoroughly search your home in case your pet may be hiding or sleeping 
somewhere.  

Shaking a food dish or favorite toy can also sometimes lure an animal out of 
hiding. If you are sure your pet is not in or around your home, slowly walk or 
ride around the neighborhood. Call or whistle while checking garages, yards, 
under cars and windowsills. Be sure to bring a current photo to show 
neighbors.  

Work with Phones  

Your first calls should be to the animal control agencies, veterinarians, 
shelters and rescue groups in your area.  If there are no shelters close to 
your home, contact the police. Also, visit animal control and shelters in 
person daily as calling them isn’t always enough.   

News Flash Create a “lost pet” flyer.  Include a recent photo as well as a 



detailed description of your pet.  Be sure to include your contact 
information as well. 

Blanket the Neighborhood Post flyers around your neighborhood.  Dog parks, 
pet supply stores, veterinary clinics, commercial establishments, and 
lampposts and trees are all good places to post your fliers. 

Hit the Net  

Send descriptive emails about your lost pet to friends, colleagues and family 
members, and ask them to pass on the info to anyone they can.  Post 
messages to animal forums and message boards run by groups in your area. 
Contact breed clubs if your pet is a purebred.  

Don’t Give Up  

Remember that many lost animals have found their way back home, so stay 
positive and be proactive. Return to look at animal control as often as 
possible. Most pets are only held for 5 days. Sometimes stray animals are not 
brought in for weeks or months. 

 

Dogs make Excellent Exercise Partners 
 

An exercise partner makes hitting the gym and staying active fun, but I 
new study has found that your dog may be the best partner of all.   

According to the study conducted by the University of Missouri College 
of Veterinary medicine, people who walk dogs exercise more 
consistently and show more improvement than people who walk with a 
human exercise partner.  The study focused on 54 older adults at an 
assisted living home.  Of the participants, 35 were asked to walk five 
days a week for 12 weeks.  Among the walkers, 23 elected to walk with 
a friend or spouse; the other 12 partnered with a dog for the daily 
walks. 

Researchers found those walking with dogs exercised more consistently 
than walkers with human partners.  Furthermore it was noted that 
unlike those that walked with canine partners, participants walking 
with human partners often discouraged each other from exercise. 

Dog walkers also showed improvement in their physical mobility: the 
study found that walking speed among dog walkers increased by 28 
percent, while walking speed among human walkers increased only by 
4 percent.  Dog walkers were also able to rely less on canes and 
walkers to help them get around. 

Regular exercise benefits both you and your canine companion.  If you 
are looking for motivation for a more active lifestyle, look to your dog 
for help.  After all, he or she will never say no to a walk. 

Dog Ordinances 
Dog leash law quick reference: 

 ALL dogs using park facilities must be on a leash. 

 Leash must be 6 feet or less in length. 

 Owners must carry something to clean up their dogs feces. 



 Dogs are only permitted to run at large in parks specifically 
designated as an off leash dog park. 

 Ordinance is in effect 24 hours a day regardless of how busy the 
park is. 

 Ordinance is in effect for the ENTIRE park property even the 
remote areas. 

 Pets are not allowed on Zoo grounds. Service animals are 
permitted, but may cause undue stress on Zoo animals. In this case, 
the owner may be requested to remove their service animal from 
Zoo grounds. 

Ramsey County Dog Parks 
St. Paul - Corner of Arlington and Arkwright 
Maplewood - Battle Creek (near Lower Afton and McKnight) 
Roseville - Woodview (Larpenteur Ave. just east of Dale St) 
Shoreview - Rice Creek (South of Cty. Rd. J on Lexington Ave.) 
 
Contacts 

 EMERGENCY  911 
 Animal Control  651-266-1100 
 Humane Society  651-645-7387 
 24-hour Emergency Clinic  651-293-1800 
 Park Security Supervisor  651-632-2415 
 

 
 

 


